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Case 2594

Sarotherodon melanotheron Riippell, 1852 (Osteichthyes, Perciformes):

proposed conservation of the specific name

E. Trewavas

British Museum ( Natural History ) , Cromwell Road, London SW75BD, U.K.

Abstract. The purpose of this appHcation is the conservation of the cichHd specific

name melanotheron Riippell, 1852, the name of the type species of Sarotherodon

Riippell, 1852, by the suppression of the senior subjective synonym Labrus melagaster

Bloch, 1792

1. Labrus melagaster Bloch, 1792 (p. 27, pi. 296, fig. 1) was described from two

specimens. The types were stated to be from Surinam, but Gunther (1862, p. 267)

doubted this attribution and placed the name (with 'corrected' speUing, melanogaster)

in the synonymy of the African cichlid Chromis niloticus (Linnaeus, 1758). Pellegrin

(1904, p. 310) also considered it to be African, but not what was by then called Tilapia

nilotica. Thys (1969) and Trewavas (1983) ignored it.

2. Dr Sven Kullander, in the course of his studies on South American cichlid ae,

examined one of Bloch's specimens, ZMB2807, now labelled 'holotype', from the

Berlin Museum (ZMB) and wrote to me that he considered it to be African. On
examining the specimen I confirmed it to be Sarotherodon melanotheron Riippell, 1852.

Although Bloch mentioned two specimens, only this one is now in the ZMBand should

be designated lectotype. It agrees very well with Bloch's description and figure.

3. Satotherodon melanotheron is a taxon comprising a chain of populations from the

Senegal to the Zaire in brackish waters of lagoons and estuaries. Excluding melagaster,

eleven names of the species group have been given to parts of this series. Of these, six

have been placed in synonymy by Thys (1971) and Trewavas (1983). Four of the other

five were treated by Thys as species. Trewavas considered them to be subspecies of S.

melanotheron and added the fifth subspecies S. m. paludinosus. It is not certain from

which of these populations L. melagaster was derived. There seems no reason why L.

melagaster should not be a synonym of either 5. m. melanotheron or 5. m. leonensis.

4. The conservation of the specific name melanotheron is requested because it is the

nameof the type species o^ Sarotherodon Riippell, 1 852. Fishes of this genus and related

genera are objects of world-wide fish culture with a very extensive literature and

unnecessary changes in nomenclature are to be avoided.

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name melagaster Bloch, 1792 as

published in the binomen Labrus melagaster, for the purposes of the Principle of

Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Sarotherodon

Riippell, 1852 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy Sarotherodon

melanotheron ^u^'ptW, 1852;
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(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name melanot heron

Riippell, 1852, as published in the binomen Sarotherodon melanotheron (specific

name of the type species oi Sarotherodon Riippell, 1852);

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology

the name melagaster Bloch, 1 792, as published in the binomen Labrus melagaster

and as suppressed in (1) above.
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